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City of  Tigard
Memorandum


To:
The Honorable Mayor and City Councilors
From:
Public Works Business Manager Michelle Wright
Re:
Sampling of the City’s Existing Sustainability Practices
Date:
September 2, 2011
The Public Works Department continues to identify sustainability practices within the City of Tigard.  A sampling of current items is as follows:
· Drip irrigation used for ornamental plants.
· Integrated Pest Management practiced; this reduces the use of pesticides while keeping pests in check.
· Battery powered Gator utility vehicles.

· Native plants installed to reduce maintenance needs/irrigation.

· Re-claimed water is used to irrigate the athletic fields at Cook Park.

· Use ET (evapotranspiration) sensors for irrigation system to moderate water use.  These take into account soil and weather conditions to calculate amount of water needed for specific plants.

· Switched out 98 percent of traffic signals to LEDs.
· The city offers an Employee Commute Incentive Program which encourages employees to use alternative transportation, such as walking, biking, and carpooling.
· The city has installed 90.5 miles of bike lanes.
· Mulching blades are used on mowers. This returns nitrogen and other nutrients to the soil, reducing the need for fertilizers.

· Recycled wood chips are utilized for soft trails surfacing.
· Upgraded two water pump stations to save 700,000 kilowatt hours of energy per year. 
· City fleet vehicles use 5-percent biodiesel and 10-percent ethanol.
· Excluding police vehicles, 29 percent of Tigard’s fleet is comprised of hybrid, bio-diesel, or electric vehicles.
· New Burnham Street project and upcoming Main Street/ Green Street Retrofit project implemented or will implement green street standards. 

· LED street lighting was installed as part of the new Burnham Street project. 

· New Energy Star compliant roof was installed on the Permit Center. 

· Since 2005, Tigard planted 95,850 native shrubs and trees and restored 165 acres of riparian forest.
· Most copiers within the city carry the Energy star seal.
· City buildings have been upgraded with more efficient lighting and water fixtures.
