April 4, 2013
 
Mayor John Cook
13125 SW Hall Blvd
Tigard, OR 97223
 
Dear Mayor Cook,
 
Creative Hands Preschool, a newly formed non-profit cooperative preschool, would like to request a fee waiver for obtaining a conditional use permit. We would like to open our school in Calvin Presbyterian Church, located at 10445 SW Canterbury Ln in Tigard, for the 2013-2014 school year and need a conditional use permit to operate at this location. We feel that the fee required to obtain a conditional use permit is exorbitant for the size and type of operation that we are proposing.
 
 A cooperative preschool is a preschool program that is operated by a board of directors comprised of parents who take an active interest in their children's first educational experience. Parents help the teacher in the classroom, are given opportunities for education, and are involved in decision-making. There are many documented benefits for children and families that attend cooperative preschools. Creative Hands Preschool is a part of Parent Child Preschools of Oregon (PCPO), an organization which aids in the forming of new co-ops, promotes the exchange of ideas of among schools, and supports schools in running smoothly.
 
Creative Hands preschool is a small cooperative preschool, planning to open 2 classes, M/W/F mornings and T/Th mornings, with 18 kids in each class. As a small, parent led school, we do not have the funds to pay a large conditional use fee. We feel Calvin Presbyterian Church is a wonderful option as they housed MITCH Charter School two years ago and have great classroom and outdoor space that they would like to rent to us next year. The location would serve many families with young children in the Tigard area that are looking for a safe, fun, affordable preschool option where they can be involved in their child’s first educational experience.
 
We tried to start our preschool three years ago, but ran in to the same difficult situation of large fees and difficulty of finding an affordable space to rent with the correct zoning and use. These obstacles are almost impossible to overcome for a small, parent led preschool looking to provide affordable tuition for local families.
 
 We would be immensely grateful if you were able to get our request on the agenda for the business meeting this coming Tuesday, April 9. Time is of the essence since we are trying to open this September.
 
Thank you so much for your time and consideration. Please let me know if you have any questions or need any other information to proceed with the fee waiver request.
 
Melissa Parmelee
President
Creative Hands Preschool 
503-413-9218
 
Our mission:
Creative Hands Preschool is an affordable, non-profit, cooperative school. Our goal is to inspire children’s creativity and foster a lifelong love of learning while growing socially, intellectually, emotionally, physically and spiritually in a play based environment. Parents work with teachers to provide a unique learning atmosphere where children learn through active exploration.
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