
TIGARD, OREGON.  Located just eight miles 
southwest of Portland, Tigard is Oregon’s 12th largest city 
with a population of 49,135. The city is largely residential, 
and offers a mix of industrial, commercial and retail 
space, which results in a daytime population approaching 
100,000.
  Tigard has preserved its unique small-town character, 
but because of the demands placed on its transportation, 
water, and public safety resources, Tigard faces big-city 
infrastructure issues.
  Three major thoroughfares (Interstate 5, Highway 
99W and Highway 217) converge in Tigard. This creates 
some of the highest daily traffic volumes in the state, 
especially during peak commute times. The ever-increasing 
traffic and population growth in the region continue to  
outpace infrastructure improvements, and results in millions 
of dollars in transportation delay costs per month.
  Tigard’s new economic development program 
focuses on attracting, supporting and nurturing 
investment in our community. Program activities 
cultivate the relationships and data necessary to grow 
our economy. Partnerships with the private sector 
encourage innovation and entrepreneurship. 
  Tigard continues to work with its regional partners 
toward creative solutions that address infrastructure 
and service delivery challenges. We are committed to 
responsible stewardship of public funds and to making 
sound fiscal decisions that will guide us toward a 
sustainable future. 

 Grant Priorities

Fields Economic Development Site
The Fields property, located in Tigard’s industrial corridor, is 
made up of more than 42 acres of industrial land. The 
property is bounded by an active rail line and rail car 
switching yard, and a privately owned rail line.

The Fields site has a combination of development 
challenges including lack of infrastructure, a steep slope, 
and a variety of permitted land uses. However, the parcel 
size and the site’s close proximity to Interstate 5 and 
Highway 217, make this property marketable. The City of 
Tigard is working with private sector partners to refine 
development scenarios, and explore infrastructure and 
financing options.

Public and private sector development of this site 
could support a balance of residential and economic 
activity. This might include flexible (office/manufac
turing) space for 15–20 businesses, 10–15 acres of 
multi and singlefamily residential development, and 
the addition of 750–1,000 jobs.

We are currently investigating U.S. Department of 
Commerce Economic Development Administration 
Program funding as a possible contribution.

Downtown Tigard Brownfield Assessment
Tigard is seeking funds to support site investigations and 
community planning for productive reuse of sites in the 
downtown, as well as priority sites in Tigard’s industrial 
and employment areas. Tigard and community members 
envision a more vibrant and prosperous downtown. 
Progress has been made—several projects have been 
completed or are about to commence. A major challenge 
to redevelopment, however, has been the need to assess 

downtown properties for environmental issues. 
Approximately 60 properties in this area have been 
identified as contaminated, or potentially contaminated, 
from previous uses. Tigard supports the cleanup and 
revitalization of these properties, and plans to provide 
incentives to property owners to address brownfield 
challenges. 

REQUEST AMOUNT: $400,000

Police Interoperable Communications
Because of federal mandates, the regional dispatch center 
in Washington County will be moving from an analog 
communications network to 800MHz digital format. All 
radios operated by first responders in the region must be 
replaced by 2018. The Tigard Police Department will need 
to replace 99 portable and 56 mobile devices. The digital 
format will provide additional benefits, including greater 
capacity and flexibility for transmitting data, and allow for 
seamless communications between the city, county and 
other first responders on the network.

REQUEST AMOUNT: $250,000

Tigard/Metzger Farm to School Program 
The city is working with the Tigard Tualatin School District 
and the Oregon Human Development Corporation 
YouthSource to enhance farm to school operations at 
Metzger Elementary. Metzger Elementary serves the 
highest Spanishspeaking student body in Tigard and 
highest percentage of students receiving free and 
reducedprice meals in the district. The partnership will 
produce nutritious, local organic produce for lowincome 
populations by growing them yearround at Metzger 
Elementary School.

REQUEST AMOUNT: $100,000

Promote the Farmers Market in Downtown
The Tigard Area Farmers Market is focused on bringing 
farmers, community and nonprofits together in a way that 
benefits all. The market is seeking additional resources to 
promote a new location in downtown Tigard to expand 
producertoconsumer opportunities in a larger space. 
Funds are needed for signage, including permanent 
wayfinding signs, and a kickoff event to promote the 
newly expanded market to the community.

REQUEST AMOUNT: $100,000

Safe Routes to Schools 
The city has identified its future vision to become “The 
most walkable community in the Pacific Northwest 
where people of all ages and abilities enjoy healthy 
and interconnected lives.” 

A key aspect of this vision is to ensure that children have 
safe routes to walk to school. The incomplete sidewalk 
connection on SW Murdock, from SW 103rd to a sharp 
curve in front of Templeton Elementary, prevents children 
from walking to school safely.

REQUEST AMOUNT: $2,000,000

Automated License Plate Recognition Equipment
Automatic License Plate Recognition (ALPR) is a surveil 
lance method that uses optical character recognition to 
read vehicle registration plates.

Tigard has major state highways intersecting the city and 
some of the busiest roads in the state. ALPR could be 
used to track stolen vehicles, Amber Alert suspects and 
identify drivers operating on a suspended license.  

REQUEST AMOUNT: $238,000
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For more information…
More information about these projects and Tigard’s 
vision for the future can be found on our website at  
www.tigardor.gov. Please don’t hesitate to contact us 
for additional information. 

  Mayor John L. Cook, 5037182476,  
mayorcook@tigardor.gov

  City Manager Marty Wine, 5037182486,  
marty@tigardor.gov

  Assistant City Manager Liz Newton,  
5037182412, liz@tigardor.gov

City of Tigard | A Place to Call Home
13125 SW Hall Blvd., Tigard, OR 97223
www.tigard-or.gov

City of Tigard, Oregon

2014 Federal 
Legislative 
Agenda

Lake Oswego-Tigard Water Partnership
In August 2008, the cities of Lake Oswego and Tigard 
formally endorsed a partnership agreement for sharing 
drinking water resources and costs. Lake Oswego’s water 
supply system is near capacity, and key facilities need 
expansion and upgrades. Tigard residents need a secure, 
dependable water source. Both cities want to keep water 
affordable for their customers and sharing the cost of 
new infrastructure to serve both communities does that.

TOTAL COST: $240 MILLION

 Policy Items

Support Robust Transportation 
Reauthorization Bill
Congress should develop a comprehensive legislative 
effort to create jobs by providing robust funding for bridges, 
highways, mass transit and other local infrastructure needs. 

FY 2015 Program Levels
Maintain adequate funding levels for TIGER, CDBG, HOME, 
Byrne, COPS, EDA, Assistance to Firefighters Funding.

Protect Municipal Bonds
The city strongly supports protecting taxexempt municipal 
bonds from being eliminated or limited. Interest earned 
from municipal bonds issued by state and local govern
ments have been exempt from federal taxation since 1913. 
These bonds are the primary financing mechanism for 
state and local infrastructure projects.

Local governments save an average of 25–30 percent on 
interest costs with taxexempt municipal bonds because 
investors are willing to accept lower interest in conjunc
tion with the tax benefit. If the exemption is eliminated or 
limited, states and localities will pay more to finance 
projects, leading to less infrastructure investment, fewer 
jobs, and greater burdens on citizens who will have to pay 
higher taxes and fees.

Secure a Tigard Zip Code 
Tigard staff is investigating the process to secure a 
distinct Tigard mailing address, instead of the current 
Portland designation. 

Hall Boulevard—Burnham Street to Durham Road
This project will add turn lanes at key intersections, illumi 
nate, add transit stop amenities and fill in the sidewalk gap 
along Hall Boulevard from downtown Tigard to Durham Road.

REQUEST AMOUNT: $7,100,000

Highway 217 Interchange with 72nd Avenue 
Evaluate and develop a conceptual design to address 
transportation issues in the area of the interchange of 
Highway 217 with 72nd Avenue. This project will focus on 
the ramp terminals, cross street and streets intersecting 
72nd Avenue.

REQUEST AMOUNT: $800,000

 Projects Supported by the City of Tigard

Pacific Highway (99W)/Barbur Boulevard 
High Capacity Transit Alternative Analysis
An alternatives analysis and preliminary engineering study  
is needed to determine the best highcapacity connection 
to provide transportation options to connect downtown 
Portland, Tigard, King City, Tualatin and Sherwood. 
Reductions in automobile trips will reduce roadway 
congestion and pollution, reduce accidents and set the 
groundwork for efficient development along the transit line. 
TOTAL COST: $11.4 MILLION; FEDERAL REQUEST: $1 MILLION

Columbia River Crossing Project
The City of Tigard strongly supports the Columbia River 
Crossing (CRC) Project, which is a longterm, compre
hensive solution to problems on Interstate 5 near the 
Columbia River. The I5 corridor is the backbone of a 
network of roads that provide access to the region, which 
is more susceptible to longterm economic losses from 
congestion than other areas because of its ties to trade. 


